Specific cellular immunity in immunocompetent children with herpes zoster.
We investigated whether specific immunity is low in immunocompetent children with zoster. Specific cellular immunity was found to be significantly lower in 13 otherwise normal children with zoster than it was in 8 matched controls by a lymphoproliferative assay. However, there was no significant difference between them with regard to the antibody response. Therefore, even in the immunocompetent children, decreased specific cellular immunity may play an important role in the mechanism of virus reactivation.